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ADVERTISEMENT. 


JF is granted, that the enſuing TraQ is 
in good Meaſure, a Tranſlation. Never- 
theleſs, conſidering the unparallelled Mo- 
deſty and Self-diffidence of the young Tran- 
flator, and the Tenderneſs wherewith he 
treats his Opponents, it wy well paſs for 
an Original. 
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Mpberein the Terms made uſe of are defined 
and explained, | 


* W HEN Love is predicated of God, it ſigni- 


fies, (1.) His eternal Benevolence, that is, 
bis everlaſting Will, Purpoſe and Determi- 


nation to deliver, bleſs, and ſave his People. Of this, 


no good Works, wrought by them, are, in any Seale, 
the Cauſe. Neither are the Merits of Cas1sT to be 
conſidered as any Way moving, or exciting this good 


Will of Gos to his Ele&; ſince the Gift of CHRIST, 
is an Efed of this free and eternal Favour. The Term 


implies, (2) Complacency, Delight, and Approbation. 
With this Love, Gop cannot love even his Ele&, as 
conſidered in themſelves; becauſe they are Sinners: 
But as united to CRRIsT, and Partakers of his Righ- 
teouſneſs, * Love implies, (3.) Actual Beneficence ; 
which, properly ſpeaking, is nothing elfe than the 


 Efea, or A. compliſbment, of the other two: This re- 


fpeas all Bleſſings, temporal, fpiritual, or eternal. 


Temporal good Things are, indeed, be ſtowed on all, 
Ele& or Reprobate; but they are given as Beings 


to the Elect only: To. whom alſo the other Benefits, 
reſpecting Grace and Glory, are pecuhar. And this 
Love of Beneficence, no leſs than that of Benevolence 


and Complacency, is irreſpective of any Worthineſs in 
Mah © 3 5 | 


II. When Hatred is aſcribed to Gov, it implies, 
(1.) A Negation of Benevolence; or a Refolution rot 
to have Mercy on ſuch and ſuch Men, nor to endue 
them with any of thoſe Graces, which ſtand connected 
with eternal Life. So, E/au have ] hated, that is, I 
did, from all Eternity, determine within myſelf, not 
to have Mercy on him. The ſole Cauſe cf which, 
is not the Unworthineſs of the Perſons Hated, but 
the Sovereignty of the divine Will, (2.) It denotes 


- Difpleaſure and Diſiize : For, Sinners, who are not in- 
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tereſted 
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= 8, Ys CRBC 
tereſted in Cyr1sT, cannot but be infinitely diſpleaſing 
to eternal Purity, (3.) It fignifies a pofirive Willi to 
puniſh and deſtroy the Reprobate for their Sins; of 
which Will, the Infliction of Miſery upon them, is 
but the neceſſary Effect. | 

III. The Term Election, is taken in a fourfold Senſe; 
and commonly fignifies, (1.) “ That eternal, ſowe- 
« reign, untonditional, particular, and immutable Act of 
« Gov, whereby he /e/:&ed ſome from among all Man- 


« kind to be everlaftingly ſaved.” (2.) It ſometimes 


ſignifies, That almighty Act, whereby Gop actually 
« ſeparates his Elect from the World, by Efedual Call- 
„ ing.” (3.) By Election is ſometimes meant, Gop's 


« taking a whole Nation, or Body of Men, into exter- 
„ nal Covenant with himſelf.” (4.) Election ſometimes 


ſignifies, © The temporary Deſignation of ſome Per- 


« {on or Perſons, to the filling up ſome particular Sta- 
% tjon in civil Life.“ ES | 


IV. Reprebation denotes either, (1 ) Gov's eternal 
Preterition of ſame Men, when he choſe others to Glory, 


and his Predeſtination of them to fill up the Meaſure 
of their Iniquities, and then to receive the juſt Puniſh- 
nent of their Crimes, even Deſiruction from the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, Or, (2.) God's forbearing to call by 
his Grace, thoſe whom he hath thus ordained to Con- 
demnation. (3.) The Word may denote God's 6. 
_Juſal to grant to ſame Nation, the Light of the Goſ- 
pel — v5 : | 
V. The Purpoſe of Gop: His gracious Intention, 
from Eternity, of making his Elect everlaſtingly happy. 
VI. Pore-4rowledge aſcribed to Gop, imports, (i.) 


That general Præſcience, whereby he knew, from all 


Eternity, both what He Himſelf would do, and what 


his Creatures, in Confequence of his efficacious and 


permiſſive Decree, ſhould do likewiſe. (2.) That pe- 
_ cial Præſcience, which has for its Objects his own Elect, 
and them alone. | | 
VII. Predeſtination, has for its Objects, all Things 
that are created: No Creature, whether rational or 


irrational, animate or inanimate, is exempted from its 


Influence. All Beings whatever, from the higheſt 


F F 
Angel, to the meaneſt Reptile, are the Objects off 
Gop's eternal Decrees. However, it chiefly refers to 


Angels or Men, whether Good or Evil: It may be 
conſidered as, (I.) That eternal and immutable De 


« cree of God, whereby he did, from before all Time, 


% determine and ordain to create, diſpoſe of, and di- 
rect to ſome particular End, every Perſon and Thing 
to which he has given, or is yet to give Being.“ (2) 
Predeſtination as relating to Mankind only, is, The 


« everlaſting, ſovereign, and invariable Purpoſe of God, 
© whereby He did determine within himſelf to create 


%% Adam in his own Image, and then to permit his 
* Fall; and to ſuffer him, thereby, to piunge himſelf, 
« and his whole Poſterity, into Sin, Miſery, and 


Death.“ (3.) Predeſtination, as relating to the Ele@ 


only, is That eternal, unconditional, particular, and ir- 
„ reverſib'e Act of the divine Will, whereby, in 
„ adorable Sovereignty, Gop determined within him- 
«« ſelf to deliver a certain Number of Adan's degene- 
« rate Offspring, out of that ſinful and miſerable 
« Eſtate, into which they were to fall.“ (4.) Pre- 
deſtination, as it regards the Reprabate, is That 
«« eternal, ſovereign, immutable Act of God's Will, 


whereby he hath determined to /eave ſome Men to 
«© periſh in their Sins, and to be juſtly puniſhed for 


© them.” = 
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„ 
Wherein the Doctrine of PREDESTINATION 2s 
explained, as it relates in general to All Men, 


1 H Us much being premiſed, I. We aſſert, That 
there is a Predeſtination of ſome particular 


Perſons to Lift, for the Praiſe of the Glory of divine 


Grace; and a Predeſtination of other particular Per- 
fons to Death: Which Death of Puniſhment they 
ſhall inevitably undergo, and that jultly, on Account of 


their Sins. : | - 
5 ; A 33 Now, | 


Now, this twofold Predeſtination, of ſore to Life, 


and of others to Death, (if it may be called twofold, | 
both being cenſituent Parts of the ſame Decree) cannot 


be denied, without likewiſe denying the very Exiftence 
/ God: I ſay again, Whoever denies this Decree, and 


 Fore-knoxwledge of Go p, does, virtually, deny Go 


Himſelf: Since his Vill, Decree, and Fore-knowledge, 
are no other than Gop Himſelf, willing and decreeing 
and fore-knowing. | e 


II. We aſſert, that Gop did, from Eternity, decree 


to make Man in his own Image; and alſo decreed 


to ſuffer him to Vall from that Image, and, thereby, 
to forfeit the Happineſs with which he was inveſted : 


Which Decree, and the Conſequences of it, were not 


limited to Adam, but included all his Poſterity. 
III. We aſſert, that as all Men are not elected to 


Salvation; ſo neither are all Men ordained to Con- 
demnation. 


ede Wie of be n und 


alſo of the Reprobate, is ſo fixt and determinate, that 
neither can be augmented or diminiſhed. | 


V. That the Decrees of Election and Reprobation 
are immutable and irreverſible. RG, | 


—_— 
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2 CHAP. III. 


Concerning ELECTION unto Life, 


| H AT I have farther to advance on this Sub- 


ject, I ſhall reduce to ſeveral Poſerions. 


Peſ. 1. Thoſe, who are ordained unto eternal Life, 
were not ſo ordained on Account of any good Works 


to be wrought by them; nor yet for their future Faith: 
But, purely and ſolely, of free, ſovereign Grace, and 
according to the mere Pleaſure of Gop. 45 
Peſ. 2. As many as are ordained to eternal Life, 
are ordained to enjoy that Life in and through CHRISTH. 
Here let it be carefully obſerved, that not the Merits 
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of Cuxisr, but the ſovereign Love of Gop only, is 
the Cauſe of Election itſelf: But then, the Merits of | 
.Cur15T are the procuring Cauſe. of that Salvation, to 
which Men are elected. | 
Peſ. 3. They, who are predeſtinated to Life, are 

er predeſtinated to all thoſe Means, which are 
neceſſary in order to that Life.. 


Fol. 4. Not one of the Elect can periſh, but they 
muſt all neceſſarily be ſaved. . | 

Poſ. 5. The Salvation of the Elect was not the prin- 
cipal End of their being choſe ; but Gop's grand End, 
in n them to Life, was, that he might be 
_ glorified 

Pof. 6. The End of Election, which, with regard 
to the Elect, is eternal Life; and the Means conducive 
to it, ſuch as the Gift of the Spirit, Faith, c. are ſo 
inſeparably connected together, that whoever is pof- 
ſeſſed of zhe/e, ſhall ſurely obtain hat; and none can 
obtain that, who are not firſt poſſeſſed of theſe. 

Foſ. 7. The Ele may attain to the Knowledge and 
1 of their Predeſtination to Life ; ; and they 
ought to ſeek after it. 

5e 8. The true Believer ought not only to be 
thoroughly eſtabliſhed in the Point of his own Elec- 
tion; but ſhould likewiſe believe the Election of all 
his other fellow Believers and Brethren in Canisr. 
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"CHAP: IV 


Of REPROBATION, 


F ROM what has been faid, concerning thi Election 
. of /ome, it unavoidably follows, that there muſt 
be a Rejection of others. I ſhall, in the Diſcuſſion of 
this, throw what I have to ſay into ſeveral diſtinct 
Poſitions. 

Poſ. 1. Gov did, from all Eternity, decree to leave 
ſome of Adam's fallen ran in (hols Sins, and to 


exclude 


TE 


exclude them from the Participation of Curuer a 1 


his Benefits. T2 


Pof. 2. Some Men were, from all Eternity, not only, 
negatively, excepted from a Participation of. Cur 15T- 


and his Salvation; but, peſitiwely, ordained to con- 
tinue in their natural Blind neſs and Hardneſs of Heart, 
by the juſt Judgment of Gov. 

Thus, Go efficactou/ly permitted (having fo decreed) 
the Jews to be the Crucifiers of CyrisT; and Juda⸗ 


to betray Him. Hence we find St Auflin * ſpeaking 


thus; © Judas was choſen, but it was to do a moſt 
«+ execrable Deed ; That, thereby, the adorable Work 
* of Redemption might be accompliſhed. When, 


* therefore, we hear our Lord fay, Have not I chojen 


« you twelve, and one of you is a Devil? We muſt un- 
„ derſtand it thus, that the eleven were choſen in 
„ Mercy ; but Judas in Judgment: They were choſen 
to partake of Cn Iisr's Kingdom; He was choſen 
« to betray him, and be the Means of ſhedding his 
Fe: Biood.? 
Pe. 3. The Non-ele& were predeſtinated, not only. 
to continue in final Impenitency, Sin, and Unbelief.; 
but were, likewiſe, for ſuch their Sins, righteouſly ap- 
pointed to infernal Death hereafter. * 


Poſ. 4. As the future Faith and good Works of 


the. Elect, were not the Cauſe of their being choſen; 
ſo neither were the future Sins of the Reprobate the 


Cauſe of their being af by : but both the Choice of 


the former, and the decretive Omiſſion of the latter, 
were owing, merely and entirely, to the ſovereign Will 
and determinating Pleaſure of G. . 

Poſ. 5. Gon is the Creator of the Wicked, but not 


of their F/icheane/s: He is the Author of their Being, 


but not the Infuſer of their Sin. 3 
Peof. 6. The Condemnation of the Reprobate is ne- 
ceſſary and inevitable. ü % „ | 
Pe, 7. The Puniſhment of the Non- elect was not 
the ultimate End of their Creation ; but the Glory of 


Gov. | 
Paf. 8. 
De Corr, & Grat, Cap. 7, Gn 


ſons, which they could not help. 


TL 8-1 
Poſe. 8. Notwithſtanding Gov did, from all Eter- 
nity, irreverſibly chuſe ſome to be Partakers of Salva- 
tion, and reject the ref} ; acting in both, according to 


the good Pleaſure of his own ſovereign Will: Yet, he 


did not herein act an unjuſt, tyrannical, or cruel Part 
nor ſhew himſelf a Reſpecter of Perſons. | 

1. He is not wyuft, in reprobating ſome : For, being 
abſolute Lord of all his Creatures, he is accountable 
to none for his Doings; and cannot be chargeable 
with Injuſtice for diſpoſing of his own as he will, 

Nor, 2. is the Decree of Reprobation a tyrannical 
one. It is indeed, ſtrictly ſovereign; but Sovereignty 


and Tyranny are diſtinct. He is a Tyrant who, being 


originally a lawful Prince, abuſes his Power, and go- 


verns contrary to Juſtice and Mercy, But who dares 


to lay cither of theſe Accuſations to the Divine Charge ? 

3. Gov, in the Reprobation of ſome, does not act 
a cruel Part. Who ever accuſed a chief Magiſtrate 
of Cruelty, for not ſparing a Company of atrocious 


Malefactors? Is this a parallel Cafe ? 


Nor, 4. is Go b, in chuſing ſome and rejecting 
others, a Reſpecter of Perſons, He conſiders all Men 
as Sinners by Nature; and has Compaſſion not on 
Perſons of this or that Sex, Age, or Station, but en 


auhom, and becauſe, he wil] have Compaſſion. 


Before 1 conclude this Head, I will obviate a falla- 
cious Objection, very common in the Mouths of our 


Opponents: How,” ſay they, © is the Doctrine of 


% Reprobation reconcileable with the Doctrine of a fu- 


© ture Judgment? To which I anſwer, that there 


need no Pains to recancile theſe two. In the laſt Day, 
CHRIST will fit as Judge; and openly pabliſb, and ſo- 


lemnly ratify his everlaſting Deerees, by receiving the 


Elect into Glory, and by paſſing Sentence on the Non- 


.ele& (not for having done what they could not help, 
but) for their w#i/fu/ Tenoxrance of divine Things, and 
their ob/iinate Unbelief; for their Omifſions of moral 


Duty, and for their repeated Iniquities and 7. ranſgreſ- 


CHAP. 


2 © 1] 
CHAP. V. 


| Shewing, that the Doftrine of PREDESTINATION 
" ſhould be openly preached and inſiſted on. 


P ON che whole, it is evident, that che Doctrine 


of God's eternal and unchangeable Predeſtina- 
tion, ſhould be pub/icly taught from the Pulpit and the 
Preſs ; that even the meaneſt of the People may not be 


ignorant of a Truth which is the very Foundation of 


Man's Happineſs. Which I thus prove: 


I. The Gofpel is to be preached : And that not par- 


tially, and by Piecemeal, but he whole of it. For, 


ſo far as the Goſpel is maimed, or any Branch of the 


_ evangelical Syſtem is paſſed over in Silence, ſo far the 
Goſpel is not preached, Scarce any other diſtinguiſhing 
Doctrine of the Goſpel can be preached, without Thzs 
of Predeſtination. Election is the golden Thread that 
runs through the whale Chriſtian Syſtem ; it is the Lea- 


ven that pervades the whole Lump. It is the Bond, 
which connects and keeps together the whole Chrif- 
tian Syſtem ; which, without this, is like a Syſtem of 


Sand, ever ready to fall to Pieces, It is the Cement, 
which holds the Fabric together ; nay, it is the very 
Soul that animates the whole Frame. It is ſo blended 
and interwoven with the entire Scheme of Goſ 


Doctrine, that, when the former is excluded, the /atter 
bleeds to Death. | | 


Nor is the Goſpel to be preached only, but preached 


to every Creature ; that is,. to reaſonable Beings, pro- 
miſcuouſly, and at large; to all who frequent the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry, whether high or low, young or 
old, learned or illiterate. All, who attend on the Mi- 


niſtrations of Cxur1sT's Ambaſſadors, have a right to 


hear the Goſpel fully, clearly, and without mincing.. 
The Juſtice of God's Procedure herein is unqueſtion- 
able. The Reprobates have nothing to complain of ;. 
ſince, whatever God does is juft and right. 


And now, why ſhould not this Doctrine be preached 
and inſiſted upon in public? A Doctrine which is of 


expreſs 


[ 11 '} 
expreſi Revelation; a Doctrine which conduces to the 


Comfort of the Elect; and leaves even the Ungodly 
themſelves without Excuſe! | das 


Cnkisr and his Apoſtles delivered theſe Matters, 


not to ſome privileged Perſons only, but to All at - 


large who had Ears to hear. Therefore, it is incum- 
bent on every faithful Miniſter likewiſe : Nor is that 
Miniſter a faithful one, faithful to Cn is, to Truth, 
and to Souls, who keeps back any Part of the Counſel 
of Gop, and buries theſe Doctrines in Silence, which 
he is commanded to preach ,upor the Hou/e Tops. 8 
1 add, that the Doctrine of Predeſtination is not 
only uſeful, but ab/elutely neceſſary to be taught and 
known. For, 5 
I. Without it, we cannot form jaſ and becoming 
Ideas of Gow, „ | | | 
II. Becauſe the Grace of Gop cannot be main- 
tained without it. | | 
III. By the preaching of Predeſtin 
| humbled, and Gop alone is exalted. 
IV. Predeſtination ſhould be publicly taught and 
inſiſted upon, in order to confirm true Believers in the 
. Certainty of their Salvation. 1 5 . | 
V. Without the Doctrine of Predeſtination, we can- 
not enjoy a /ively Sight and Experience of God's ſpecial” 
Love and Mercy towards us in Cukisr Jesus. The 
Bleſſing of Election riſes in Value, proportionably to 
the ferone/5 of its Objects. „ 

VI. Another Reaſon, for the unreſerved Publication 
of this Doctrine; is, That from a Senſe of God's pe- 
culiar, eternal, and .unalterable Love to his People, 
their Hearts may be enflamed to love HIM in return. 
Would you know what it is to love Gop as your Fa- 
ther, Friend, and Saviour; you muſt fall down be- 
fore his Electine Mercy, Till then, you are only 
| hovering about, in queſt of true Felicity. But you will 
never find the Door, much leſs can you enter into Refi 
And, without taking Predeſtination into the Account, 
genuine MoRALITY and the Performance of truly 
 Goop Worxs, will ſuffer, ſtarve, and die away. Love 
to Gov is the very Fuel of acceptable Obedience. * 
x DN ns the 


ation, Man is duly 


2 } 


| ne Fuel of holy Affection, can only be maintained and 


increaſed in the Heart, by the Senſe of Gov's predeſli- 


_ nating Love, Electing Goodrefs being the very Life and 


Soul of Obedience ;. the latter, even Goop Works, 


muſt flouriſh, or decline, in Proportion as ELEcTiOoN 
is glorified, or obfcured. | 5 
VIIch Argument for the preaching of Predeſtination, 


is, that by it we may be excited to the Practice of 
univerſal Godlineſs. | | 


VIII. Unleſs Predeſtination be preached, we ſhall 


want ape great Inducement to the Exerciſe of brotherly 
Kindneſs. | | | 


Hence it appears, that fince the preaching of Pre- 
deſtination is thus evidently calculated to kindle the 
two-fold Flame of Love to God, and Love to Man; it 
muſt, by neceſlary Conſequence, conduce, 
To the Advancement of aniver/a/ Obedience, and to 
the Performance of every ſocial and religious Duty : 


Which alone would be a ſufficient Motive to the pub- 


lic Delivery of that important Doctrine. | 
IX. Leftly, without a due Senſe of Predeſtination, 

we ſhall want the ſureſt and the moſt powerful Induce- 

ment to Patience, Reſignation, and Dependence on God, 


under every ſpiritual and temporal QAfliclion. 


Such, therefore, being the UskEs that ariſe from the 
faithful Preaching and the cordial Recep/ion of PRR- 
DESTINATION 3 may we not affirm, that our Faith, 
and all right Worſhip of Gop, depend, in no ſmall 
Degree, upon our Knowledge of that Doctrine. 
The Sum of all is this. One in Twenty (ſuppoſe) 
of Mankind are Elected; Nineteen in Twenty are Re- 
probated, The Elea ſhall be ſaved, do what they will: 
The Reprobate ſhall be damned, do what they can. 


Reader, Believe this, or be damned. 


Witneſs my Hand, 


A.. * T.. 25 


